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Worthy Perſons, 


Eo, WS 
MEMBERS 
OF THE 

P 
And all that belong to the Evening- 


Ledture in Lime: ſtreet. 


Gentlemen, 
70 know the Difficulty thro' which the following Dij- 
courſe appears in the World, which I aſſure you was not 
Feigned, but Real, and bad been inſuperable to any thing 
but your Profeſſion that it was of Oſe to ſeveral of 
you in the Hearing, and the Reaſon given me to hope that 
it might be more ſo to your ſelves and others from the Preſs. 
Tit to theſe Conſiderations I now yield. 


And if the Intereſt of Chriſt and Souls be ſerv d, Faith 
aud Holineſs encouraged, and Perſeverance in Both; tbe 
Dangerous Deceitfulncſs of Sin diſappointed, and the Seri- 
ou, Reader's Salvation further'd and ſecur'd, together with 
my own, &c. The Satisſation of this now, and the View 
and Hope of a comfortable Account at laſt, will render Self- 
denial, as to all other Regards wherein I may ſuffer, no 
Difficult Task. wy 


* 


The EPISTL E. 

As I was to Preach en the Day of your Anniverſary 
Meeting, when Tou were more eſpecially to be ſpoken to as 
4 Religions Society, united to the Higheſt Purpoſes and 
Ends: The Text contains Your Proper Duty end Work, 
under the moſt Powerfull Motive to it, which I have en- 
deavoured to urge, to keep up Your Noted Zeal for God, Tour 
affetionate Concern for the Good of each other, and the 
ſtricteſt Watchfulneſs as to Jour ſelves, particularly con- 
ſidered as Younger Perſons, that You may be Safe. 

You hade the Sermon with little Alteration as to what was 
deliver'd from the Pulpit, tho ſome Enlargement was neceſſa- 
ry in the Application, which the Straits of Time mould not 
then allow. Be faithful in following the Directions given, 
and the Lord accompany all with his Bleſſing. 


Gentlemen, 


I cannot conclude, without taking this Occaſion to male 
my Publick Thankful Ackrowledgements to you, for the great 
Neſpect you lately put upon me, in chooſing me to ſerve Your 
Souls in the Work of the Goſpel, and that in the Frecſt moſt 
oblieing Manner, without the Solicitation of Friends, or 
any private undue Management whatſoever, & c. I he Senſe 
of this peculiarly engages me to Ton, and will encourage me 
to hold on in Your Service with the greateſt Chearfulneſs, in 
Hope that my Labours in a Relation that ſeerrs to be brought 
about by the Special Direction of Providence, will be attend- 
ed with Special Influences of the Spirit of Grace, to the 
Glory of God, the Honour of Chriſt and his Goſpel, the 
Good of many Souls, and ſo to our Mutual Satisfation and 
Comfort now, and Bleſſedneſs, Joy and Praiſe for Ever. 
In this Hope I deſire to be known, ; 


Your 4 ff: Fionate 
Faithful Servant, 


Daniel Wilcox, 


The Dangerous Deceitfulneſs of Sin, &c. 


HERBA EWS III. 13. 
But exbort one another daily, while it ij cal- 
led to day, leſt any of you be bardued, 
through the deceitfulneſs of ſon. 
" 1 IS plain, that Preſumption and Delay, maling bold 
with ſmaller Inſtances of Sin, and deferring Re- 
pentance, &c. are the Snares that prove fatal 
to the moſt that periſh under the Goſpel. This is the Me. 
thod of Deſtruction, the way in which Satan is training Souls 
to Ruin: And what Reaſon is there to fear he is but too 
ſucceſsfn], eſpecially among the Tounger Sort? Being there- 
fore to ſpeak to you as a Society of ſuch, you will not think 
it unſeaſonable to be warn'd of your Danger, and pointed 
to the Means that may be of uſe to your common Safety, 
for both which we have here a ſuitable Ground, 
The General Scope of the Apoſtle, in this Chapter, is, 
to preis the Hebrews to keep cloſe to Chriſt, and perſevere 
in the Faith, and Obedience of the Goſpel. This he does 
upon ſeveral Conſiderations, particularly from the Sin and verſ. 5,—11. 3 
jad Effects of Obſtinacy and Apoſtacy. For thzs, he brings ” 
the affecting Inſtance of the Provocation and Puniſhment | 4 
of their Fathers in the Nilderneſs, and thereupon cautions 
them againſt the like. Tate heed Brethren, leſt there be in verl. 12. 
any of 10u an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living 
(God. Beware that you do not prove rebellious and per- 
verſe, backſlide and periſh, as others have done. You had 
need watch and guard your Hearts and Spirits againſt the 
Workings of Corruption within, and Temptations without. 
Abſt ain from all appearance of evil; and let no Sin in ſmall- 
er Beginnings, or under plauſible Diſguiſes, be ſecurely in- 
duig'd. Tis a Gradual deperting from the Living Bos, in 
* whicb 
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Grace is continued. The Bleſſed Opportunity may ſoon 


which you know not where you ſhall ſtop, but may have 
your Hearts hardned from his fear, ſo as never to return. 
To prevent which he adds the Advice in the Text. But 
exhort onc another daily, while it is called to day, leſt any of 


you be hardned thro' the deceitfulneſs of ſin. 


In which Words we have, | 

Firſt, A Daty\enjoyned; Vis. Mutual Exhortation. Ex- 
hort one another. Let every one, in his proper Place, do 
what he can for his Brother's Soul. Warn, Admoniſh, En- 
treat; uſe the moſt awakening Arguments, and preſs them 
with the warmeſt Aﬀection, to reſtore the fallen, confirm 
the weak and wavering, and ſtrengthen thoſe that ſtand ; 


to recover out of the Snare of the Devil, ſuch as have be- 


gun to decline, and engage others that more cloſely adhere 
to Chriſt, always to do ſo, as ever they would prove their 
Intereſt in Him, or have a well-grounded Hope of being 
at laſt with Him. For we are made partakers of Chriſt, if we 


bold the beginning of our confidence ſted faſt unto the end. 


We are now upon our Trial in a ſinful World, liable to 
a Thouſand Temptations onevery ſide, and have the Dan- 
ger encreas'd by our own Hearts; wherefore let careful 
Fear as to your ſelves, and affeFionate Exhortation of one 
another, keep you watchful, leſt any of zou ſhould miſs, or 
ſeem to come ſhort of the promiſed Everlaſting Reſt, 
Hearken to Chriſt's Voice, reſiſt not his Spirit, believe 
his Promiſes, fear his Threatnings, obey his Commands, 
follow his Example, continue in the Faith and Profeſſion 
of his Name. and never turn from the Way of Holizeſs, 
without which none ſhall ſee God ;, and being bound for Hea- 
ven your ſelves, labour to carry as many as you can along 
with you. Exhort one another. 
Secondly, The Manner of Performingthe Duty mention- 
ed, with Frequency and Urgency, Daily, while it is cal- 
led to Day. Let none delay or filently ſuffer Sin on his 
Brother. Make haſt to ſave him with Fear. Whate- 
ver is done muſt be done om, whilſt the Day of Life and 


be 


D of Sin. 


be « over, when there will be no Room for Counſel, ar it 


will be like to do no Good. And as your Danger is con- 


mon and great, ſo let your Care and Watchtalgels over 
each other be. 


Thirdly, The Motive or Reaſon to enforce this. Leſt 
any of you be harden'd, thro' the Deceitfulneſs of Sin. You 


can't too ſoon oppoſe it your ſelves, or warn others. 


There's no Safety in having any Thing to do with it. Tis 
all Deceit in its Appearance, Obduracy in the Practice, 
Deſtruction in the Iſſue. The Hazard is great of the leaſt 
Indulgence, whatever the Fretence be: The Repetition 
may prove fatal: Wherefore, Exbort one — 1 daily, 
whilſt it is called to Day: LEST ANY OF TODO 
BE HARDNED THRO THE DECETT- 
EULNESS OF SIN. 


Tis this Lo? Clayſe which I would non chiefly conſi- 


der, uuder which I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, 
I. How Sin may be ſaid to be Decess 
Il. ThePrevalency of that Deceitfulne 
III. What Dardweſs it leads to. - 


| juſtly ſo. 


_ by it: Which will make Way for a ſerious A Pplication,. 
= I How Sin may be (aid to be deceitful. 
Sin here may admit of a 


ſpects the External Practice, the vicious Objeck and Ac; 


or as referr'd to the latent Body of Death, indwelling Cor: . 


ruption, with its various Wor kings. 


1ſt. As to the External ObjeZ or Ad about:i it, Sin 's Des 


ceitfulneſs lies in appearing what it is not, 5 d Promifng 
what it can never give. 


In its Native Blackneſs and Deformity, as 9 violation 1 
of the Law of God, provoking his Wrath, ee 5 
ng Hell; tis too frightful £q be the 


after it an everlaſti 
Object of the Sinner's Choice. 


This ĩs dot unknown to the Grand Deſtroger, who . 


fore in tempting to Sin, endeavours to hide its Bitterneſs 
and Sting, and paint it with the faireſt Colours, the more 
| B 


2 ſtrongly 


_ very 
1 by which it works. . 
IV. The Miſery of their Caſe whe are-hardned in and 


feed Conſideration, * Nb 


4 Ps - The Dangerous 


ſtrongly to allure. Thus he beguiled unwary Eve, who 
ventures to eat of the forbidden Fruit, in Hope of Impu- 
nity and Advantage, upon the Serpent's Suggeſtion of 
Jen z. „ both, even where God had threatned Death. Whey 
ſbe ſaw that the Tree was to be deſired to make one wiſe, ſhe 
tool of the fruit thereof, and diu eat, and her Husband with 
her; from whence our Miſery ſprings. And tis under a 
like Deluſion, that their Poſterity are ſtill enſnared. 
In this Senſe, Sin, like the Father of it, may be ſaid to be 
« Lyar from the beginning. It allures with the ſpecious Proſ- 
pe& of Riches, but robs us of our beſt Treaſure; flatters 
with Hopes of Honour or Pleaſure, but rewards with Diſ- 
grace and Torment; tempts with Liberty, but binds in 
Chains; makes fair Propoſals of an Imaginary Felicity, but 
betrays to endleſs Deſtruction, unfeigned Miſery, The 
Paths it would have us go, ſeem all ſtrew'd with Flowers 
of Profit, Dignity or Delight; and hence appear Right and 
wor: 18. 2 Eligible in the Sinner's Eyes, till the End prove em the 
| 7 16, 25. 77 | De 3 | | 
ays of Death, 
But this is not all the Deceitfulneſs of Sin. 
 adly. As reterr'd to the Latent Body of Death, indwelling 
Corruption, who can tellthe many Ways it has to deceive 
Jer: 17:9. and deſtroy ? The Heart is deceitful above all things and deſ- 
perately wicked, who can know it? Luſt having conceived, is 
Jew: r.15- reſtleſs in its Motions till it bring forth Sin, and that finiſh» 
ed- dr aws Death after it: 
Its Deceitfulneſs here may be confider'd as to the Me- 
thods uſed in enticing to, or confirming in a Way of Wick- 
_ edneſs; Hg 5 
(1.) In Emticing to it. 3 3 
de Dr. ben What Pains does the Sinner take to juſtifie or extenuate 
eficdvelling the Evil he is bent upon? And by a deceitful Varniſh to 
$0,163: take off from iis norrid Appearance, that it may give as lit- 
tle Diſturbance to Couſcience as poſſible. All Endeavours 
ate uſed not only to colour the ObjeZ, but to corrupt the 
Bie by a diſguiſing Tincture, that the Sight of Things may 
norebe according to; Tui but Deſore... 5 
2 


Deceitfulneſs of Sin. 5 
To this End tis obvious to obſerve, how moſt Vices are 
accomodated with ſofter Names, whereby Sinners willing - 
ly impoſe upon themſelves, and calling Evil Good, ven- 
ture upon it without Heſitation or Concern ; as if the diſ- 
guiſed Poiſon would be the leſs deadly, becauſe taken- 
down under the Notion ofa Cordial; or the infinitely Ho- 
ly and Righteous God would be as eaſily deceiv'd as they. 
If Sin muſt be called by its own Name, how many Pleas: 
are ready, to leſſen the Guilt, and make it ſeem as none? 
Excuſes urg'd from thePerſon, Circumſtances, Manner and 
Defign of yielding, &c. to ſmooth the Way and draw on 
the yet unpractic'd Mind. „W Ss ; 
The Devil ſeems modeſt in his firſt Femptations, and 
his inbred Correſpondent ſoon takes the Hint, and pleads as 
Lot for Zoar, Is it not alittle one, and my Soul ſhall live:? Gen. 19 20. 
Or as Naaman's Servants to bring him to yield to the Pro- 
phet's Advice, Tis no great Matter is requir d. What if Kings 5. 12: 
for once I take my Liberty in this or the other Inſtance, in 
compliance with youthful Inclinations, the Bent of my Na- 
ture, the Importunity and Example of others, or the un- 
avoidable Temptations of my Place and State? What if I 
amo vercome and yeild fo far, whilſt I ſtop ſhort of that 
Exceſs which others run into? As if he that enters upon 
any Way of Wickedneſs was not as a Man going to wade 
a ſbelving Deep, where after a Step or two, he is in Dan- 
ger of being beyond his Length, paſt Recovery, or one 
that will ſet himſelf a running down a Hill, unable eaſily 
to make a'ftand. 5 
Tis Natural for Ove Sin like ſome C6lours, to diſpoſe 
for others, to be more eaſily receiv'd, and with a deeper 
Dye. How great a Flame hath been kindled by a little 
Spark? The Divine Law requires Uzzverſul Obedience, that 
we abſtain from all Appearance of Evil, and he that pre- 
ſumptuouſly offends in one Point, is ſaid to be guilty of alk, Jimes z167- 
as he deſpifes the Authority upon which every Command 
is founded, and is-prepar'd te do it, as to all the reſt. 
The Wages of every Sin is Death which tlie ——— Rom: 63232 
| Wo 
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allow'd, without Repentance, as ſurely leads to, as the 
greateſt: And how poor Relief will it be in Hell, to think 
that I did not follow my Companions t hit her the ſhorteſt 
Way, or by Equal Strides, when I find my ſelf in the ſame 
Place of Torment, as truly damn'd as they? 
But whatever be the Conſequence, any Thing is wel- 
come that favours the Sinner's corrupt Inclinations, or 
would feem to palliate and excuſe what he is bent to do. 
The fooliſb Heart is darkened, Objections (lighted or broken 
thorow, Scruples conquer'd, Deſire rais'd, the forbidden 
Fruit taſted, the Tempter gratify'd, the Soul enſnar d, 
and like to be for ever loſt. For, 
(2.) Being once enticed into the Broad IIa, Sin is no 
leſs deceitful to draw on, even to final Obduracy and De- 
ſtruction. | 5 
To this End jalſe Libertine Principles are admitted, or 
rverſe Inferences drawn from true ones. The Scriptures 
wreſted and abuſed, as to their merciful Diſcoveries, pre- 
cious Promiſes, Inſtances of Grace abounding to the chiefeſt 
of Sinners, & c. and Arguments fetch d from all, whereby 
ſuch as come after encourage themſelves to walk in the 
 Eccleſ. 11. 9. Way of their heart, and in the ſeght of their eyes; to add Sin 
to sin in confidence of Safety, till Death meet them in their 
deſtructive Career, and put an End to their Life and Hope 
together. 5 
Ecclel. 8. 11. The Heart of the Children of Men is fully ſet in them to do 
evil; and notwithſtanding the modeſt Fretenfionsurg'd at 
firſt, having once drawn us to the Commiſſion of Sin, be- 
cauſe it was ſmall,or as it had not been done by us before: It 
* In a ſenſe of will hence plead more ſtrongly for repeated Acts, or higher 
mms fHextren Degrees; becauſe tis the ſame, or but little clſe than we 
__ 8-req4;. ha ve done already, or others before us, who yet have come 
tie modus. Sen. Off ſafe, and we may go as far, and eſcape, as well as they. 
5 pa # Thus by a Wiſdom from Bereath, deceitful Sin is training 
{x with this On to Deſtruction; and how ſad is it to ſee ſo many fol- 


eis gie. lowing its Charms, ſecurely going down to the Chambers 
II. We 


deration. of Death! Hence, 


 Deceitſulneſs of Sin. FT | 


II. We are to conſider the Power and Prevalency of that 
Deceitfulneſs that agrees to Sin. 

In our Times, if ever, *tis Jamentably viſible, conſider- 
ing the Light and Means enjoy'd, the Arguments uſed, 
the *fethods taken by God and Man to reclaim a Licenti- 
ous Age, reduce Sinners to their Wits, and make the ne- 
ceſſary Change on Heart and Life, and the little Succeſs 
or Fruit of all. 855 | 

What therefore I ſhall ſay under this Head, ſhall be for 
Conviction as well as Proof, to awaken, ſhame and hum- 
ble ſuch as have been Inſtances of this, to prepare them 
for Recovery ; and put others upon watching, that they 


may never be enſnar'd. 5 ED 
1. How ſtrangely powerful is the Deceitfulneſs of Sin, 
3s to ſuch as love and live therein, tho' they are told of its 
preſent deceit and deſtructive iſſue? How little they will get 
by it, aud what they will loſe, and without a Timely Re- 
treat, muſt for ever ſuffer. He that finneth againſt me, Prov. 8. att. 
(faith Wiſdom, Perſonating Chriſt) wrongeth his own Soul, 
all they that hate me love death. Hate the Lord of 
Life and Glory! How amazing does it ſound! And 
yet may he add, How plainly is it true of all that 
prefer their Sins before their Saviour, and ſhew it by re- 
* tuſing to turn from 'em and give up themſelves to me, to 
be and live as my Redeemed Ones? Of 2 (and how great 
is their Number?) that will not hearken to my Voice, 
* nor walk in my Ways, nor obey my Commands, nor re- 
* nounce their Luſts, & c. for all the Arguments uſed in thge 
* Goſpel? But by this their Rebellion againſt e, how do 
_ © they wrong their ou Souls! deprive them of that Happi- 
* neſs they arecapable of,and which as the Purchaſe of my 
Blood, I offer to em; betray them toeverlaſting Miſery, 
from which they are exhorted to flee, by forſaking Sin, 
as to its Love and Practice, which now only can prove 
their Ruin: But they think the Terms hard, and Death 
more eligible, and are reſolv'd for Hell. Powerful Charm! 
that can make Men fond of Deſtruction, and hate their 


beſt 
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Pilotin. 


beſt Friend, deſpiſe their Happineſs, and court their Miſe- 
ry, and break thro' all Reſtraint thereto. 

'Tis an affecting Inſtance of Sins Bewitching Power on 
him, who being adviſed by his Fhyficians to ceaſe his De- 
bauches, or he would loſe his Sight; could readily reply, 
« Pleat lumen amicum. It I can' tc enjoy my Luſts and Eye- 
fight too, as pleaſant as it is, I am reſolv'd to be blind. 
But how much more beſotted do many prove themſelves 
upon the ſame Account? When they have Life and Death 
ſer before them, Salvation and Damnation, and are told 
the way that leads to both, for the ſike of : baſe Luſt will 
turn their Backs upon Chriſt and Herven, and madly leap 
into the Botomleſs Pit. 

If ic be ſaid 'tis not their Miſery Sinners formally chuſe, 


but the preſent Happineſs or Satisfaction they are flatter” d 
with, and being «holly taken up in purſuit of theſe, for- 


get or diſregard the dreadful Conſequencc. Hence, 

2. How powerful is the Deceit of Siu, In at it 051 per— 
ſwade ſo many, who are made for another World, and 
paſſing to it, to ſeek for Huppineſs where 'tis rot ſo be found; 
parſue a Shadow in the way to Hell, and for a thort ivd 


Pleaſure, forget and run 1uto Cver! ating Torment? How 


ſtrangely hath Sin befoul'd the World, how low is Man 


debas'd thereby? That Man, a Creature of a Rational 


Nature, an Immortal Soul, can: le, and d. fign'd to look 
and live beyond the Compaſs of She and 77-10; honld be 


Pa). 49. 12. ſo far become like the Beafts that periſh, as to 'be wholly 


coufin'd to preſent Enjoyments, ravel out his Days in Sin 
and Folly, and eſteem that his Felicity, which will wave 
an En; end fo ſoon in 3 miſerable Eternity. 


3. How ſtrangely powerful! is the Deceitfulaeſs of fin, as 


to 5 Numbers over whom it nil reigns, tho' all its Ser- 


vants ſooner or later confeſs the Deluſion : That they 
miſs'd of their vainly expected Satisfaction, and courted 
Real Miſery, under a deceitful Appearance: That 
the Felicity promiſed was all Dream and Diſappointment, 
and they had no Pleaſure 1 in it worthy the Rational Na- 


ture. 


8. 


Deceitſulneſe of Sin. 


ture. That all its Delights are dreggy, ſuperficial, vaniſh- 

ing, mix'd; at beſt but like the Book St. John was bid to 

= ; ſweet for a little while in the Mouth, but bitter in the Rev. 10 5. 
elly. 

This is the General Teſtimony of ſuch as have tried to 
their Coſt: And yet of how little Force is it with thoſe that 
come after, to ſtop or turn them from the ſame Courſe? 

For this I need not appeal to the Complaints of ſuch as 
are gone down to the Burning Lake; which ſome are rea- 
dy to queſtion becauſe they are not heard, nor any allow'd 
to come from thence, Tho' He that knows what they ſuf- 
fer, tells us of their weeping and wailing, and gnaſhing of Mat. 3, Gr. 
Teeth, as ſenſible of the Deceitfulneſs of Sin, to theirEter- 
nal Sorrow, it being too late to redreſs their Fatal Miſtake. 

They are damn'd for what once they delighted in, as others 

do after them: And could they return to Earth, with fla- 

#ing lomenes would they tell their Fellow-Sinners of the 
dreadfuſ Place of Torment they are going to, Groaning 
forth their real Senſe of that Text, If ye live after the fleſh, kom. 3. 13. 
Je ſhall dye. „ N 

But tho? we cannot hear their Lamentations in Hell, 
there have been, and are Multitudes on Earth, experimen- 
tally to witneſs to the Deceitfulneſs of Sin. Saints having 
their Eyes open by Grace, Sinners on their Dying Beds 
awakred thro' Fear: Both reflect with deep Remorſe, tho 
not of the ſame Kind, on their former Ways. 

The Apoſtle puts the Queſtion to the Converted Romans 
with Reference to their former State, What fruit had ye go 
then in thoſe things whereof you are now aſhamed? In the 
Time when you were wholly devoted to Sin, ſought Sa- 
tis fact ion in an unreitrain'd indulging your Luſts, took the 
largeſt Liberty to gratify and pleaſe your Appetit eand 
Senſes, &c. Did it really yield the deſired Fruit? Can you 
reflect with Comfort on what you got or laid up in your 
once- eſteemed pleaſant Days? Or rather, muſt you not 
ſpeak out, and freely tell deluded Sinners who are weary- Iſa. 47. 10. 
ing themſelves in the EY their Way, that what they 

| are 


m. 5. 21. 
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IIa. 44. 20. 


are ſo much ſet upon, you have found an Empty cheating 


Thing That you got nothing in the Days of your Vani- 
„, but what now yields von Fexation, is matter of Shame 
and Sorrow in the bitter Remembrance. 

And how frequent arc the Complaints of Sinners to the 
{ame Purpoſe ? When on a Dying-Bed reduc'd to their Sen- 
1's. how dothey cry out of Sin's Deceit and their own Fol- 
lv? O the deluſive Happineſs I have been purſuing! O 
the cheap Damnation of my Soul! For what a meer 
nothing have I ſpent my Time, waſted my Body, ſold 
«* Hcaven, and ventur'd upon an Everlaſting Hell, to which 
am now going! How little have I enjoy'd, and what 


nc remains of all that I was flatter'd with! But not- 


withſtanding this, how eafly are Multitudes enticed the 
{ame Way, againſt the Teſtimony of others? 

And partly their own Convidions too. 1 0 
May I not appeal to Sinners themſelves, as to their De- 
luſion and Diſappointment? Whatever they promis'd them- 
ſelves in the commiſſion of Sin, as to Pleaſure or Advan- 
tage, how ſoon have they found that they graſp'd at a 
Shadow, embrac'd a Cloud? All vaniſhed in the Enjoy- 
ment, that appear'd ſo big in the eager Purſuit. Upon 
which, ſomething within might be heard to ſay with Re- 
gret : ls this the great nothing I was ſo mad after? This 

the Empty Delight I have wearied my ſelf for,&c.? And 
yet how often does the beſotted Sinner, being enticed 
again, again conſent; forget the Deluſion, and (till hold 
on, and where is like to be the End? He feedeth of Aftes, 

under the Appearance of Dainties, 4 deceived Heart turn- 
ing him aſide, that he cannot deliver his Soul, nor ſay, is there 
not a Lie in my right Hands Which brings me to ſnew, 
III. What Hardz:ſs this tends to, and they are in dan- 
ger of, who are drawn away by the Deccitfulneſs of Sin. 
 Harducls you know in its Natural Notion,as reſpecting 
Material Subſtances, denotes that Property whereby they 
withſtand, and will not eafily give way to the Touch. 
Whence in a Moral Senſe, as ſpoken of the Heart in tan, to 
| which 
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which it is often afcrib'd, tis uſed to ſignify that ſtupid, 
inſenſible, obſtinate Temper of Spirit, whereby Sinners are 
arm d againſt any good Impreſſions to be made upon 'em. 
They are averſe from Good, enclin'd to Evil, and di- 
fficultly yield to the Methods uſed to work a Change. 

With this wretched Temper, in a ſad Degree, we are all 
born into the World, as a Fruit of the Primitive Apoſta- 
cy, and the Corruption that adheres to us from thence. 
A Stone in the Heart is our Natural Diſeaſe, and early ma- 
nifeſts too great a Refiſtance againſt the Means of Cure. 

But there is farther a twofold Hardneſs Sin leads unto ; 
viz. Habitual and Fudicial. p 

The former obſtinate Sinners take the direct Conrſe to 
bring upon themſelves, and by the ſame provoke God 
_ righteouſly to give them up, and leave them under the 

latter. 

I. Habitual. This is the Reſult of foregoing Transgreſ- 
ſion or repeated Acts of Sin, ſtrengthning the Natural De- 
pravity, and confirming in it. Hereby the Sinner is em- 
bolden d in his Way, and become a Stranger to much of 
that Shame and Sorrow, Reluctancy and Remorſe, which 
he was ſometimes wont to feel. 5 3 

Tho' by Natural Corruption the Heart is early prone 
and enclin'd to Sin, it can't be freely mdulg'd at firſt, 
without the Checks and Rebnkes of the Sinner's own Mind, 
eſpecially in fuch as have had a good Education, and their 
Light encreas'd by Acquzintance with the Bible, and 
ſitting under the Miniſtry of the Mora. 
- When a Temptation is offer'd, there is a Conflict with- 
in, between Conſcience and Corruption, and as has been 
well obſerved, much depends upon the Iſſue, on which fide 
the Victory falls. Conſcience enlightened would reſtrain 
from Sin by pulling off the Mask, bidding me view it in 
its Native Blackneſs and drexdfout Conſequence : And if I 
hhearken to its Voice, and cal in the Aſſiſtancè of Grace, I 

am ſafe. On the other ſide the Carnal Heart pleads hard 
for Indulgence, under a favourable Diſguiſe; and if! ” 
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fer my ſelf to be overcome, and yield to the Deceit, I am 
hence prepared to do it a ſecond Time, and ſo on, till 


Cuſtom in ſinning has taken away the Senſe of it, and the 


Heart becomes as the High-Way. . 

The vicious Deſrres of the Fleſh and of the Mind having 
carry'd the Day againſt our Fears and Scruples, grow more 
impetuous, and more likely to prevail another Time; 
whilſt Conſcience by Oppoſition is weakned and waſted, 
"till at length its Voice is ſcarce heard, or little regarded, 
it's Authority over-rul'd, Convictions quench'd, and that 
ſtrange Stupidity induc'd, that renders pai? feeling, under 
which, they that are thus far gone, are ſaid to give themſelves 


over to work all manner of Uncleanneſs with Greedineſs. No- 


thing almoſt ſo groſs but ſuch are ready to ſwallow with 
little Difficulty or Regret. Their Hearts no langer warn 
or ſmite them as heretofore; what Tenderneſs they had is 


loſt. They ſin and ſleep ſecure, as if incapable of any 


further Impreſſion. 


And being thus iſenſcble, they prove inflexible too: 


Are wedded to their Luſts, and will not admit a Divorce. 
Tho' the Law thunders they will not (tir, tho' the Goſpel 
allures they will not move. The Eternal God calls after 
them, but they will not hearken; the Redeemer invites, 
but they will not come; the Spirit may ſtrive, but they 
ſtill reſiſt; whilſt Patience waits they grow more wanton, 
and cauſe their Sins to abound becauſe Grace does ſo. 


Thus from hearkning to the Counſel of the ungodly, how ma- 


ny advance to the Scorners Chair; where, from Principles 
of Atheiſm and Infidelity, they contemn the Threatnings 
of the Bible and Promiſes both, that they may not be 
brought to obey the Commands. 

This is the Halitual Hardneſs Sin leads unto. And 
makes Way for, ET 
2. That which is Judicial, which for wilful Diſobedi- 
ence God is ſometimes provok'd to leave Men under. 


If any will harden themſelves, God in righteous Seve- 


rity 
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rity may puniſh them with the ſame, ſuffer them to go „ 
on and continue ſo. 3 

Not that he (ets Men free to break his Law, or gives 
them Leave or Indulgence to fulfil their Luſts, as what 
he approv'd : uch leſs does he encline their Hearts to * See Mr. 
Sin, by in fuſing or ſuggeſting Evil to em. This is 1 
ſiſtent with the ſpotleſs unchangable Purity of his Nature. 1.7 my 
He cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth any Man to James 1. 13. 
it. No ſuch Darkneſs can come from the Father of Lights. 
But God may be ſaid to harder, when he takes off from 
wilful Sinners the merciful Reſtraints they were before 
under, but ſtill endeavour'd to break; when he no longer 
hedges up their way with thorns,or makes a wall to keep them Hoſea 2. s. 
from finding their deſtructive Paths ; When he withdraws 
his forfeited Grace, or caſts them out of the Protection of 
his Providence, leaving them to take their Courſe in Sin, 
and haſten to Hell without the means to ſtop -or turn 
them, which they formerly enjoy'd : That they that are 
filthy and hate to.be Reformed, ſhould be hy (till : They Rev. 22. 11. 
that are joyned to Idols, and deſperately ſay, We have loved fert 17. 
ftrangers, and after them we will go, ſhould be left to pur-" a 
ſue their wicked Reſolve to final Ruin: Such as wilfully 
- oppoſe the Light, and againſt all the Principles of Reaſon 
and Scripture, take Evil for Good, Shadows for Realities: 
prefer Sin to Holineſs, Earth or Hell to Heaven, &c. ſhould Rom. 1. 36. 
be given over to a F Reprobate Mind, uncapable of ma- fag. lo- 
king a better Choice: Conſcience, as they defir'd. And wr 
endeavour'd, ſhould remain Seared, and the Holy Spirit ON 
retire and ſtrive no more. 8 
This is a poſſible Caſe, and to which there are Inſtan · 
ces of ſome that have been left for not yielding in Time 
to the Means of their Recovery. But my People would nat rial. 8 1.1112. 
hearken to my voice, and Iſrael would none of me ; ſo I gave 
them up to their own Hearts Luſts, and they walked in their 
own Connſels., Fearful Judgment! whither will not a de- 
ceived Heart and ſeared Conſcience, under the Copduct of 


Impetuous Luſts, lead that Man who is thus forſaken and 
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given up by God > which is what we have next to view. z 


IV. The deplorable Caſe of thoſe wih whom it is 
come to ſuch a paſs. — 
Two Confiderations will evidence this. 

1. Should hardntd Sinners die in their preſent ſlate, they 
are loft for ever; and who knows but they aray ? 

It may make one tremble to think by how uncertain a 
Tenure, from abuſed Patience, they hold their Lives ; how 
2afity they are extinguiſhed; what Innumerable Accidents 
may ſtop their Breath and diffolve the Union between 
Sout 1114 Body, and that a ſadder Death would ſend them 
quicł to Hell. Their nnholy Souls are nnmect for Heaven, 
their aggravated Guilt binds them over to Deſtruction, 


and if they go hence unchang'd, dying in their Sins, no- 
thing remains to em but to lie down in eternal ſorrow. 


2. Their Recovery is very donbifirl. 
The Prophet compares it to the Erbiopian's changing his 


5 Fin. or the Leopard Bis ſpots; both in Nature impoſſible. 


They that are babirnally hardned may be incurably ſo. 


Not! that the Divine Spirit is not of Efficacy ſufficient tore- 
claim the mibſt vicious, convince and conquer the moſt In- 
fenſible 10dRebeHons:But when any pm, them- 
felves in Sin againſt kris milder Motions, oppoſe his kind 


"Defign and provoke him to withdraw, what Aſſurance 


Prov. 5. 22. 


% 
Prov. e 4 ; 


is chere. of his Return? What Cauſe to fear he may never 


ecexert that greater Force nereffary to ſubdue their grow- 


rag Obdutacy, and reſeue them from the Power of Corrup- 
tion, which they voluntarily ſtrengthen upon themſelves ? 
Whir Revforr to tremble, leſt he ſnould ſuffer them to be 


Bollen in the cords of their iniquity, and die without inſtruct i- 
on ; and fo in the orratneſs of their folly for ever go aſtray ? 


Mt Bone: ab to ſuch, depends upon the Arbitrary Re- 


turn of che $firie of Grace, to which they kau done deſ- 


27 


pite, | att by long Refiſtance quench'd an 1 ſcut griev'd 
Jay: it he returns mo more, their Recovery is no more 
f 3 925 poſ- 
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poflble, but their Perdition ſure, and indeed like vot to 8 


be far off. He that being often reproved bardncth bis neck, * 


ſhall ſuddenly be tro and that without romedy.., -. 
Such a one having let go the Reins to Larſk,, drives.on 
violently to Hell and will f peedily be at the End of his way. 


Or ſhould he be longer ſpared, it would but aggravate Rom. 2. 4, 5. 


his Miſery, as long as he continues to deſpiſe the Goorlecſi 
and abuſe the Patience and Forbearance of God; and in- 
ſtead of being led to Repentance after his A ne and im- 
penitent Heart, treaſureth up wrath againi# the day of wreth, 
and revelation of the righteous Judges of Goal. 50 deplo- 
rable is the State and Work, ſo doubly . miſerabie like 
to be the End of hardned ones! | 


W hat remains is a brief W for Jnſtruftion and 
hn 


3 learn the Reafon of that furious Storm that ariſes in 


. Is the Deccitfulneſs and Danger of Sin 00 great; 3 


the Breaſts of trne Penitents, when duly ſenſible of it. When Luke 15. 17. 


with the Prodigal they are come to themſelves, and ſeriouſly 
reflect, how little Sin ever did, or could do for emg what 
it would have depriv'd: them of, and in the Iſſue N 
them to; how long they follow'd- us Charms, and how 
near they were to final Ruin What Shame and Sor- 
row, what Abhorrence and Remorſe, what indignation 
and Revenge are kindled in' em? - 
They freely own themſelves foaliſh, „ 
whilſt ſerving divers Lnſts awd. Pleaſuret, and remember 
with Regret their exceeding Madueſ in that State, That 
ever I ſhould hearken to the Enticements of Sin or Sin- 


ners, and with the Infinite Danger of loſing my Soul, pſ4. 73. 22. 


purſue a Shadow in the way to Hell: Lord] how *. mus 
I, and ignorant? I was as a Beuif before the. 

They that ſet out with the highelt Ex pectation, i n 
way of Wickedneſs, will ſhortly be brought to this by 
7imely Repentance on Earth, or more furiouſly tear them- 
ſelves in the Place of Torment, when 700 lale convinc d 
of the fatal Deluſion. 7 

2. Is 


be Dangerous 


2. Is the Deceitfulneſs of Sin ſo powerful and preva- 
lent? How adorable is the Divine Grace, as to thoſe that 
eſcape and get ſafe to Heaven? II bat Joy will there be upon 
their Arrival? 

That I ſhould be kept from being entangled, or timely 
reſcu'd. from the Snares of Death, when ſo ſtrongly en- 
ticed, ſo powerfully drawn, ſo ready to yield, be over- 
come, hardned and loſt: That Grace ſhould inter- 
poſe for my Security, and in the moſt endearing man- 
ner reſtrain, recover and preſerve me to Glory With 
what Tranſports will this be told among the Inhabitants 


Above, as matter of Everlaſting Wonder and Joy ? 


3. From this View of the Tendency of Sin, it reed no 


longer ſeem ſtrange that holy Men run not with the ungodly to 
the ſame exceſs of riot, nor are free to follow a multitude, 


how great ſoever, to do evil; it being too dear a Compliment 


fo run the hazard of being bardned firit, and then daun d for 


Company. SR Go EEE, 
And whatever Scorn or Violence they hereby incurr, 


it will abundantly juſtify their Courage and Conſtancy, 


to chooſe AffiiFion rather than Sin, not fearing any Evil in 


the Power of Man, in Compariſon of the Wrath of God, 
nor accepting deliverance from Bodily Sufferings, when it 
can't be had but on ſinful Compliances, to the greater 


Wrong and Danger of the Sonl. 


4. Is there ſuch a thing as being hardned in Sin? How | 


dreadful is their miſtake,” who whilif under the Power of, it 


think their Caſe good, bercanſe their Conſciences are quiet? 
And with how many is it thus? 5 
The Sin that was once a Burden, and ly as a Mountain 


upon their Souls, they no longer feel or bewail; not that 
their Guilt is removed, but becauſe their Senſe is loſt : 


rhef 5. 3. 
Lia. 57. uit, 


And hereupon they bleſs themſelves in their Heorts, and 
cry Peace and Safety, when ſudden Deſtruction is coming 
upon them, for there is no peace ſaith God to the wit ld. 
They ſpeak of it as a Privilege, that tis not with 'em 
as with ſome others, or as formerly with themſelves. They 
5 are 


a 
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are not follow'd and fill'd with Terrour and Concern upon 
the Account of Sin, and thro' fear of Death and Hell as 
once they were. Their ſad Days and Nights are over, 
their Trouble laid, and all is eaſy and calm within, With 
this they pleaſe themſelves and are glad, and ſo, as one 
ſays, is the Devil too, ſuch ſtupidity faſtning the Sinner 
in his Poſſeſſion. But there is no Storm more diſmal or 
dreadfal than ſuch a Calm; no Pain but is preferable to 
ſach Eaſe ; no Trouble but is rather to be choſen than 
ſuch Mad Joy. And indeed the falſe Peace Sinners thus 
cheriſh, muſt ere long be broken and exchang'd for deep 
and ſerious Sorrow, preparatory to Reſt and Joy upon a 
better Bottom, if ever God recover and have Compaſſion 
upon their Souls: And without this, there is not a ſadder 
Sight upon Earth, than to ſee a hardnedWretch going ont 
of the World quiet and ſecure, from a groundleſs, Hope, 
which the next Moment muſt be utterly daſh'd and turn'd 
into Everlaſting Deſpair. I hat is the hope of the Hypo- Job 27. 2. 
crite — when God taketh away his Soul? : 

5. Is the Deceitfulneſs of Sin ſo dangerous and de- 
ſtructive? Hence learn your Privilege in the Goſpel, and 
thankfully improve it. Here you are warn'd of its Subtil- 
ty, and Arm'd againſt it; told what is Sin, and your 
Danger by it, and whither 1t tends; and have proper 
Remedies provided for your Security. While you have the john 12. 2. 
Lieht, walk agreably to it, and receive not the Grace of God Cor. 5 1. 
#7 Vain, | : 

Was J benighted in a Howling Wilderneſs, where are 

a Thouſand By-Paths, which however ſeemingly ſmooth 

and pleaſant, lead to ſome dangerous Precipice, or dread- 

ful Gulf, that had prov'd fatal to Multitudes before me, 

how thankfal ſhould I be for a Light and faithful Guide 

- which I might ſafely follow? But how infinitely greater 

Reaſon have I to be thankful to my God, that whilſt in 

a World of Snares, lying in Wickedneſs, fill d with Dark- 

neſs, ſurrounded with Death; I have the word of bis lips Pa". x9. 4. 
to keep me from the path of tbe deſtroyer, and his Sou to 125 
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the Captain of my Salvation, to conduct me in his own 
Way to Glory. 
10. %% I herewithal ſhould a Tonne Man cleanſe his way, but by 
taking heed thereto, according to God's Nord? How far 
ſhould we wander, did he not hereby call after us, ſay+ 
Ila. ;2.21. ing, This is the way, walk in it. And when milder 
Counſels will not do, how merciful is that Roughneſs by 
which he will ſoundly awaken and pluck any as Brands 
out of the Burning? The moſt terrible Threatnings of 
the Word ſer home by the Divine Spirit to the wound- 
ing of Ours : The cloſeſt Admonitions and ſharpeſt Re- 
proofs, the moſt pungent and painful Convictions of 
Conſcience, and Rebukes of Providence, Afflictions with- 
out, and Preſſures within, &c. in order to this, are all the 
Effects of real Kindneſs and Compaſſion, at which there is 
no Reaſon to fret, as making for our greateſt Advantage. 
And how grievous ſoever the Severity may ſeem to diſ- 
eaſed Nature, Grace will teach the Recover'd Sinner with 
Thankfulneſs to own the Favour and Faithfulneſs of his 
Heavenly Phyſician, by ſuch 2 Courſe to ſave him from 
ſo great a Death as being hardned and Joſt thro the De- | { 
ceitfalneſs of Sin. Bleſſed be God for thoſe ound and 1 
Groans that were the Means of my Safety, Life and Joy. 
6. Is the Caſe fo dreadful of being finally hardned in 
Sin, as leading to Perdition 2 Hence I infer the Happineſs 
f ſuch as are in Covenant with God, having choſen him in 
Chriſt for theirs, and given up themſelves unto him. They are 
become his ſpecial Charge as well as peculiar Delight, and 8 
ſhall never periſh by being deceived or pluck'd out of his 1 
Hand. „ ” 
Heaven is the Place they are ordained to, redeemed 
and preparing for, have a ſpecial Promiſe of; and hence 
may comfortably conclude they ſhall be preſerv'd from 
whatever would prove a Bar to their Admiſſion there, as 
a State of Hardneſs and final Impenitency would do. 
Wherefore, how potent and prevalent ſoever Sin's De- 
ceitfulneſs may be, the Divine Grace ſhall be always ſaff- 
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cient for em. By this they ſhall be enabied to ſtand their 
Ground, or if they fall, be renew'd by Repentance and 


riſe again, made more humble and watchful, and by beg- 


ing and being furniſh'd with freſh Strength from Chriſt, 


overcome in the End. 
Tho! the Children of God are not preſently to be ta- 


ken out of the World, from all Trials and Temptations 


in it; the Requeſt which their Bleſſed Lord hath put up 


for em ſhall aſſuredly be heard, as to their being kept john 17. 2j. 


from the deſtructive Evil. | 8 
God who is of Infinite Power, unerring Wiſdom, un- 

8 Faithfulneſs and unchangable Love, is fheir 

God for ever and ever; and his Perfections are all engagd 

for their Security: So that he will be their Guide eden un- Pſal. 48. uy. 

to Death, and they ſhall never finally miſcarry. 5 
How great is the Happineſs of ſuch a State, that in the 


midſt of ſtrong Temptations, ſurrounding Snares, De- 
ceitful Luſts, &. all lying in wait for my Soul; I have a 


God in near Alliance with me, to whoſe Protection I am 
entitled, to whoſe Throne of Grace have free Acceſs in 
every Time of need; and am there encouraged to plead 


* 


with him on this peculiar Ground, Lord, J am thine, plal. 119. 34. 


ſave me. 


thy and Lafily, To bring down the Matter to Practice. 
Is the Caſe ſo ſad, the Iſſue ſo fearful, which Sin by a 
powerful Deceit would train unto? Let the force of the 
Conſideration of this be ſeen in your ſiri® Watch over your 


ſelves, and ſerious Exhortation as to one another, againit 


the Evil which all are in ſo much Danger by. 
You my Brethren, Encouragers of the Lecture here, as 


a Religious Society, Let HOLINESS TO THE 


LORD, be your General Inſcription, and labour to promote 


#1, as to every Jadividnal, Looking diligently, leſt any of gon Heb. 12. 1. 
fail of the Grace of God ; left amy Root of Bitterneſs ſpring- 


ing up trouble you, and thereby many are defiled, and the 
Divine Preſence forfeited, Holineſs becomes God's Houfe®\ 53: 5. 


for ever: And without it none can acceptably ſerve him Heb. 12, 14. 


here, or ſce hint Above. 003 Let 
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Rom. 10. 1. 
Iſaiah 59. 2. 


Þ . 4 4+ 4. 
Lpheſ. 5. 1. 


Pill. 11 2. 1. 


Prov. I, 10. 


Let Lowe to Cod an Souls inſpire you with a tender 
Concern for his Glory and your common Salvation, and 
(hew it by mutun Care to preſerve or reſcue each other 
from the Deceitfulneſs of Sin. You know whither it tends. 

My Hearts Deſire and Prayer to God for you all is, that 
you ay be ſaved; and herein I doubt not you concur 
with me, and within your own Sphere will faithfully en— 
deavour it. And as nothing but Sin can ſeparate between 
zou and your God let no Place be found among you for that 
abominable thing which he declares He hates,that you ma 
alſo abhor, and have nothing to do with it. Be Followers 
of God, and as you are all profeſſedly tending towards his 


Reſt, be ſollicitous that none of your Company miſcarry, 


or ſcem ſo come ſport. With what Joy may you ſay to one 


another, Come let ws go into the Houſe of the Lord, to pray, 


and hear, and worſhi 
can do it under the View and Hope of meeting ere long in 
the Kingdom of your Father, to be united in the Bliisful 


Enjoyment of Him forever ? 
As a Society of Younger Perſons, eſpecially apprehend 


your ſelves concern'd to take all Occaſions toengage, anc 


d 
fix each other for God and Holineſs, againſt the Deceitful- 


neſs of Sin, in its various Forms. ' 
Now is the Time of your greateſt Danger and of Satan's 


Hopes, and all yon can do is no more than needs, to 


your common.Satety, conſidering the Enemy with which 
you have to deal, the Evil againſt which you are to guard, 
its manner or Working, and the Iſſue it means. 
The Devil has his Agents endeavouring to propagate 
Sin and ruin Souls, and their principal Attempts are upon 
Tounger Ones, as in the dudile Age. To ſuch therefore 
Chriſt particularly calls, My Son, if ſinners entice thee, con- 
ent thou not. They will be ready to do ſo in Numbers, 


and by all the Arts of Addreſs aud Inſinuation that may be 


like to move, And why ſhould any be more forward to 


deftroy, than you to ſave one another? If any after the 
Example of the Prince of Darkneſs, are not content to go 


to 


p him together vom, when you 


1 
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to Hell alone, but ſeek ta draw others after them, with 
what Zeal ſhould the Followers of Chriſt, Members of the 
ſame Society counteract the Serpent's Seed, and help on 
each other in the Way wo Heaven? 88 
Your Labour of Love as to this, you have no Reaſon 
to think ſhall be forgotten or loſt. There has been « Time 
when they that feared the Lord ſpake often one to another, and Mul. 3. 16. 
the I ord hearhenc:! and heard it, and a Book of Remembrance 
was written before him. And how encouraging is it to 
read it added as to ſuch, They ſhall be mine, ſaith the Lord 1 
of Hoſts, in that Day when I make up my Jewels? 4 
In Hope of this, as you profeſs to fear the Lord in your 
Touth, act as ſuch. Be not aſhamed to ſpeak of and for 
him to one another, to keep his Way, and avoid the con- 
trary, and never turn aſide into the Paths of Death. 
In a Senſe of the deceitful working and dreadful Ten- 
dency of Sin, will you unt from this Time, even all this So- 
ciety as oue, and with one Voice, cry unto God, my Father, ſer. ;. . 
thou art the Guide of my Youth? And having choſen him to | 
be ſo, go on to ark the Way to Zion with your Faces thither- Jer. 30 ,, 
ward, and ſtrengthen, encourage and comfort one another 
asyou go, Hay ing, Come and let us joyn our ſelves to the Lord 
in a perpetual Covenant that ſhall not be forgotten. cnc 
If any after hopeful Beginnings (ſhould now decline and 
gradually depart from the Living God, having noneſea- 
ſonably to counſel, in Order to ſtop and bring him 
back z How far may he run? How difficult and doubtful 
may his Recovery prove? How certain, and deep, and 
nnexprefſible his Miſery, if never reſtored? And what 
ſhould you not be willing to do, that this may never be 
the Caſe of any of you? e 
Oa the contrary, having your Hearts firſt ſet rig with 
God, and then duly aſſiſting each other to flee from Sin, 
and walk in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs before him; Do- 
ing this in your Youth, and holding on againſt all the 
Temptations of your State and Day, &c. What Honour 
will you hereby bring to God? What Credit to the Goſ- 
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pel? What Advantage to others, and to your own Souls? 
How much a Bleſſing will your Society be on Earth > 


with what Comfort may you hear and find at laſt, that 
you helped to fill Heaven ? 


Of how great USE and Influence may your Example 
prove? With what a Luſtre will you ſhine? What happy 
Attainments be like to reach in the Things that accom- 
pany Salvation? And by growing Grace, preparatory to 
greater Glory, appear to be ſome of thoſe whom the Moſt 


-!. High is forming for himſelf, in both Worlds, to ſhew forth 


his Praiſe. 


Wherefore, as you regard the Glory of God, the Inte- 


reſt of the Redeemerin Oppoſition to Sin and Satan, the 
higheſt Welfare of your Society, and of every one be- 


longing to it: As you would have the Satisfaction of ſee- 
ing Religion flouriſh while you live, and provide for a 
peaceful Death, a comfortable Account, and ſo an abun- 


dant Entrance into the Joy of your Lord; Exhort one ano- 


ther. 


Eccleſ. 9. 10. 


2 Tim 2. 22. 
7 Pet. 2. 11. 


Do this with Meekneſs and Wiſdom, Faithfulneſs and 


Affection, Seriouſneſs, Diligence and Application. Daily, 


while it is called to Day. Remember you are dying, and 
ſo are they you are related to. In a Senſe of which what- 


ſoever thy Hand findeth to do, do it with all thy Might. for 


there is no Work, nor ¶ iſdom, nor Knowledge. nor Counſel 
in the Grave whither you are going. Exhort one another 
daily while it is called to Day. It muſt be vom or never. 
And as you would manifeſt a real Concern for the Wel- 


fare of any other, be not negligent of ycur own. 
Now in the Frime of your Days, Flee Youthful 
Luſts, that war againſt the Soul: And let no Sin be admit- 
ed under the moſt favourable Diſguiſe, its Mechod being 
thus to deceive, in Order to deſtroy. ” 


lf there be any that have engaged in any Way of Wick- 


edneſs, how ſhould they be ſtruck with Fear, and pro- 


ceed no further, leaſt the next Step ſet them beyond Re- 
covery ? | 


You 


Power and Reign be mortify'd within. Get by Faith in- 
to Union with Chriſt, that you may be made Partakers of 
you to put off the Old Man which is corrupt according to de- Epheſ. 4. 22. 


the old Nature throughout ſanRify'd and chang d, and ſo 


Fools who make a Mock of it. 


e 
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kept back, thankfully own the Divine Goodneſs, and al- 
ways abide under the Protection of Heaven. Remember 
the Worth of a Soul, and let none here be eaſily betray d, 
by taking a Serpent into your Boſom for its pleaſg Colovre, 
without any Regard to its Mortal Sting. 

Conſider where your Danger and Sin's Power lies, and 
uſe all Means timely to preſerve you from its hardning 
deſtructive Deceit. | 

For your Help herein let me mention a few Things by 
Way of Counſel and Direction, and fo draw to a'Cloſe. 

Firſt, Begin at the Root, See that Corruption as to its 


his Spirit, to dwell and abide in and with you, to enable 
ceitfal Luſts, and whereby you may be renewed in the Spirit 23. 
of your Mind; Have a new and Holy Diſpofition wrought, 


put on that new Man, which after God is created in Righ- 24. 
teonſneſs and true Holineſs. „ A 
Without this we cannot be ſafe. Tho? Goſpel Light and 
Knowledge may work an external Reformation, and res- 
ſtrain for a Time ſrom groſſer Pollutions; Nothing ſhort* * 
of a Divine Nature can be of conſtant Security againſt the 

ſaddeſt Inſtances of Sins prevailing Deceit, or our effectu- | 
al eſcaping the Corruption that is in the World thro Luft, 1 Pet. 1. 4 

| Secondly, Maintain a due Fear ani Tenderneſ of Con- | 
ſcience as to the leaſt Sin. | ; 

Indeed think no Sin litile. Remember how great, how 

good a God ' tis committed againſt: What a righteous Law 

tis a Violation of, what an everlaſting Hell it deſerves, and 
without Repentance and an Intereſt in the Blood of Jeſus, 

what an immortal Soul it damns: And let the leaſt Moti- 
on or Sollicitation thereto, be rejected with Abhorrence 

and ſpeedily quench'd. Avoid the Company of thoſe Pros. r4. 


Thirdly, 
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| Thirdly, Beware of running upon Templation in 4 vain 
Preſumption you may come off ſafe. 
Conſider your Strength lies not in your ſelves, but muſt 


come from Heaven, and you have no Promiſe of Pro- 


tection out of God's Way. He may juſtly leave you if 
you leave him, and venturing to try Concluſions on the 
-— weak Supports of Nature, *tis more than probable you are 
Prov. 2. 1 Overcome. Happy is the Man that feareth alway. 
Fourthly, Keep the Croſs of Chriſt as much as poſſuble in 


View, and remember 'twas Sin that nailed him toit. He ma, 


14.53. 5. wounded for our Tranſereſſion c. he was bruiſed for our Ini- 


quitie t. Think of his bitter Sufferings, his dying Love; 
and what Heart can you have to venture upon /t which 
coſt your dear Redeemer his Life? When in the greateſt 


Danger from the Deceittulneſs of Sin, a ſerious [ ok at 


a Cricified Feſus would be of Uſe to break the powerful 


Charm, and keep you ſafe. What Vail can hide its Bor- 


rid Aſpect, or render it tolerable to one that reads by Faith 


its Nature and Deſert, in the Wounds, and Blood, and 


Death of Chrilt. Sn 
_ Fifthly, Be not unmindful to 
God, and often re fiect upon it with Approbation: That when 
ever tempted or enticed to Sin, you may be able readily 
Judg. 11.35. to anſwer, I have opened my Mouth unto the Lord, and J 
rial. 56. 13. cannot go back. Thy Vows are upon me O God. Truly [ 
|  Flal. 116.16. am thy Servant, I am thy Servant, devoted to thy Fear; in 
fn oppoſition to the Practice and Allowance of all Sin, and 
I deſire and reſolve to be always ſo. SE 
You that in the Vigour of your Youth are entring upon 

a Stage of Action in the World, in an Age of aboundin 
Corruption and Temptation had need very ſolemnly to 


do this; and having bound your ſelves to be the Lords, 
reſt not in your Promiſes to him, but in hrs to you, in which 


all your Safety lyes, and from whence al] your Comfort 
| x Pet-4. 19. is to ſpring: And ſo in well doing commit the keeping of 
5 | your 


renew your Covenant with 


.. "oh DA — — 


een 
Ss * % 4 * 45 IF 4s 9 
1 * * * 2 + - S 4.4 -#" ; * 
* is ww” "x 
KEE 
; * 9 v 3 ty z 
wh 


Deceitfulneſs of Sin. 25 
your Souls unto him, as to a faithful Creator and tender per. 4. 19. 
| Father; the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
OUTS. | 
| Sixthly, Endeavour to live under an Awful Senſe of the 
| Divine Preſence with you, as a powerful Means to your Pre- 
| ſervation. bs . 
How watchful ſhould I be from the ſerious Conſidera- 
tion, that wherever I am, I am under the all ſeeing Eye 
of God, which pierces into my Thoughts and Ways, and 
makes a ſtrict Obſervation of both, and this in Order to 
N an Account hereafter to be given to Him, as my final Judge? 
Shall I then dare to fin in the very Face of Heaven, and 
ſuffer my ſelf to be overcome by a Fallacy, which will ne- 


; ver paſs for an Excuſe with him who ſees all Things as 
. they are, and will net be mock'd, how willing ſoever I may 
3 be to be decern'd ? . 


Would I not repel the Temptation, ſuppreſs Corrup- 
tion, and reject the Bait if I ſaw him preſeut? And is nge _ 
_ ever the leſs ſo, tho' not under the View of an Eye of "= 
Senſe? How then can I do this great Wickedneſs and ſin Gen. 35. 9: 
God 2 Whilſt he ſtand by and takes Notice of all. 
Seventhly, Get your Minds richly furniſhed, and 4 Con- 
ſcience well inſtructed from the Word of God; and charge it 
to be faithful, and hearken to its Voice, _ 
Take heed of rebelling againſt the Light. -Wilful fin- 
ing makes {ad Havock in the Soul, and is the Highway to 
Obduracy and Deſtruction. i 
Eighthly, Frequently call your ſelves to an Account 
That if you have been enabled to ſtand, you may bleſs 
God, and be encouraged to keep his Way, depending on 
his Preſence and Grace to your continu'd Preſervation. 
Wherein you have fail'd, you may be ſenſible of your firſt 
IE Declenſions, and how occaſion'd, and preſently turn your pfal. 119. . 
| feet unto God's Teſtimonies more cloſely to walk with him. 
Take heed of leſſer Failures, if you would be ſafe. The 
Beginnings of Sin may be my hopefully refiſted ; but like 
| 
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Wherefore, be not Strangers to the Work of Examina— 

* The cloſ- of tion, as to Heart and Life. The * oft»cr you look into 

ey og both the better, in order to rectity what ſhall be found 
er) WAY, be- 5 | . | 

2 N amils. More are undone. and ma worſe Senſe, by neg- 


proper Sea ons jecting to review their State and Cour ſe. than by omitting 


would to: be 


nnen eto Caſt up their Bet And thus whilſt they put off the 
e. — Search, Sin gums upon em by inſenſible Degrees to the 


N py 2 Ninthlv lunre your ſelves to a Life of Self Denial. as 
pie ey 50 the Ih and the Horld, and you will be in leſs Dan- 
de fe, o. ger of being overcome by the Deceitfulneſs of Sin, to gra- 
and OVei to r-tity the one. Or oain the other. | 

00-6089 wo Sin's prevailing Temptations are f rom the Body and the 
And his (e- Objects of Senſe: But how little will * all that is in the 
Ni.ns ro th. World. the Luſt of the Heſh, the Luſt of the Her, and the 
. en Pri de of I ifcfignitv to one. that being in Chriſt Y cru- 
Veiſis ou p3frod the Fleſh with the Affection and I nſts; and by his 
8 Croſs can (ay..as the Apoſtle, The iForld is cerucifyed unto 


hiaſeit 23 2- me and I unto the 11 orld. Its Profits, Pleaſures and Pre- 


£33 3 ferments I can ealily ſpare, and reject it all as a dead, un- 


Les; 7 jt 


Newer 476%43-deſireable, hated Thing; when offer'd as the Price of My 
Gn. %% Oeſtruction, to draw off my Heart from God and Holi- 


bave I tra Ne . : 
(ea? What ave neſs to Sin. 


Id nw? x 2s Tenthly Preſerve upon your Hearts the lively Apprehenfions 
aig : of De ai h and Jude went. as (ure and approaching, aud the 
* ih. 2 16. Charms of Sin will Joſe their Force. 9 85 


10 Ros This is that which gives Sin its Advantage over vs all, 
G4. . 6 14 


" thit we forget our Latter End, or ſet it at the greateſt 
Diſtance, and ſo growing ſccure are caſily beſet, over- 
come, and what Xiultitudes loſt! 5 

Young erſons eſpecially are in danger of this, from a 
Freſumption of many Years to come. But hose ſoon will 
Lif- be over at longeſt? How uncertain is it at heſt? How 
ner do ue ſtand to Eternity? and tt may be much ncater 


live 


Ruin of their Souls. Sce that this ße none of your Caſe. 


thau we imagine. Who can fa) ary Day, that he ſhall. 


 fulneſs of Sin. 


© ceived, overcome, hardned and loſt Be thou n Sxx 


wiſe God our Saviour, be Glory and Dominion now and for 


F . * : . © 3 i 
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live to the vt, or not die before Night? We ſee or hear 
of Fhonſands that do ſo, younger that our ſelves. 
Nw thereſors often admit the ſerious Thoughts of the 
Ch112 you are to make you know not how ſoon, and 75 
what is to be conſequent upon it. And who would be 
fruning when he is dying? Offending God when going to 
appear before Him; to give an Account of all that he has 
done in the Body, and be adjudg'd to endleſs Joy or 
Miſery? - | = 
Take heed of loſing your Seriouſneſs in Exceſs of Car- 3 
nal Mirth: Forget not your Liableneſs to this in the Houſe gecleſ 7. +. 9 
7 Feaſting, nor the Advantage of going to the Houſe of 
Aournine, there to learn the End of all Men, and lay it 
to Heart. Improve the Sickneſs and Death of others, to 
awaken and impreſs the deeper Senſe of your own as af 
hand : And in that Senſe, labour to ſtand at that Diſtance 
from Sin that becomes Perſons waiting for their Lord. 
Laſtly, Make your conſtant ſerious Application to Heaven 
for Wiſdom to diſcover, and Grace to withſtand the Deceit- 


lead with the Almighty with an Earneſtneſs and Aﬀ- 
ection ſuitable to your Danger. Lord! never leave me 
* whilſt in this World of Snares; ſuffer me not to be de- 


© and my Shield, hold me by thy Mighty Arm, guide me Y 
* by thy Counſel, even unto Death, and afterward receive aue pfl. 73. 26 I 
* to Glory. 3 3 bet 
Thus let your Watch be kept up, your Suit continu'd; 
never think your ſelves paſt all Danger till you come to _ 
Heaven: Where your Salvation ſhall be perfected, Fear —_— 
and Sin excluded, and your rayers turn'd into Thanks- . 
giving and Praiſe to all Eternity. Now unto him that is Jade 26: lf 
able fo heep you from falling. and preſent you faultleſs be fore 2 * „ 
the Preſence of his Glory, with excecding Joy. to the only 5 . 


eder. Amen. | 
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New Edition of the Figures and Types of the Old Teſta- 

*If. ad ment, by which Chriſt and the Heavenly Things of the 
"3X _ Goſpel were preached to the People of God of Old, explained 
„and improved in ſundry Sermons. By Mr. Samuel . ſome- 
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was in the former Edition) a large Table, apd a Scheme of the 
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Lee Robert Traile, M. A. 8o. 

Seven Select Sermons upon ſome common, but woful Diſtem- 
pers, wherein Men gratify the grand Enemy of their Salvation; 
and upon the Remedies of thoſe Diſtempers. By the Reverend Mr. 
_. , Cotton Mather, By a ſingular Providence of God preſerved from 
Fae. i Een the Hands of the French, whereinto they were fallen, and now pub- 

1 .  :liſhed by an Engliſb Gentleman who providentially light upon them. 


80. 


on Lale 10. 20. And the Power of Grace in weaning the Heart 


in Commemoration of the happy Birth &c. of the only Son of a 
Perſon of Quality. By the late Reverend Mr. Matthew Mead. 
Now publiſhed from the Original Copies wrote ont fair, fit for 
.the Pref, with the Author's own Haud, and by him dedicated to 

3 * ſaid Perſon of Quality. 120. Price Oue Shilling. 
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Nighteouſneſs: Delivered · ſeveral Sermons by Gd. Grew, D. D. 
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2 Uſe and Ead; clearly deſcribing the Way to Eternal Lite by Jeſus 
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